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REFORMATION in APPAREL: _ + 
| o R. 


Some Reaſons rendered for Saints forbearing to put 
upon their Garments ſuch Trimmings and Ornaments as 
are altogether ſuperfluous and apparently uſeleſs. 


With Anſwers to ſeveral Objections. 


** 


— — 


Put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make 10 proviſion for the 


fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof, Rom. 13. 14. _ 
Moreover, the Lord ſaith, _— the Daughters of Sion are 3 
hanghty, and wall with ſtretched forth necks, wanton eyes, F$ 
walking and mincing (or tripping nicely) 4s they go, and A 
making a tinkling with their feet, Iſa. 3. 16. Therefore the 2 
Lord will ſmite with a ſcab the crown of the head of the 1 

| daughters of Sion, &c. verl, 17. | A 
In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling | — 
ornaments, &c. verſ. 18. 1 9 

| Behold the day cometh which ſhall burn as an oven, and all the 3 | 


proud, and all that do wickedly ſhall be as ſtubble ; and that day 
that cometh ſhall burn them ap (ſaith the Lord) that it ſhall 
leave them neither root nor branch, Mal. 4. 1. 


If ye will not hear, my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for your 
Pride, Jer. 13. 17. » 
„ N N N, | I 
Printed in the Year 1656. and Reprinted in 1706. . 
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a To the Reader. 

LU Here is a Generation, O how lofty are their eyes, and their 
Y _ eyelids are lifted up, Prov. 30. 13. They will hardly lool fo 
| low as to caſt an Eye, except of ſrorn, on the. enſuing Rea- 

| ſons + Such being ſtumbled at the Title, will ſoon fall into prejudice 

againſt the Truth. The ſound of ſuch a Re ou may probably 
become a Provocation to the Proud, and to thoſe who are at eaſe, Profeſ- 
fors and Profane;, yea good Men may be offended thereat. Have not 
many ſuch, with Samplon, laid their Head fo long in the Lap of Da- 

litah (this World, and the ſenſual Delights thereof) that now they are 
as be without his Locks, weak like other Men, ſome failed by Tempta- 
tions, and carried along with the Current of common Evils ?. their Eyes 


are as it were put out, their Zeal ſo abated, tbat in a great meaſure 72 ; 
| or 


judg, ſpeak, and act even as otbers ;, they do no ſingular things 

5 Theſe reſt much on the Uprightneſs of their Hearts, but little 
conſider the Work of God, bow be who is moſt upright, doth weigh the Path 
of the Juſt, Iſa. 26.7. And O that many Saints being laid in the true Bal- 
lance, were not found too light, and lite the moſk vain Alem in their 
fooliſh Faſhions ! A ſmall Remnant bath God reſerved in theſe back- 
ſliding Times, who are waking Virgins, of a bumble ſpiritual Frame, 
fearing God, and trembling at bis Word, ſtriving in the ſrength of 
Chriſt, that they may abſtain from all appearance of Evil. © | 
I ſhall gladly ſubmit to the judgment of ſuch touching theſe fol- 
lowing Endeavours ; knowing full well, That they dare not ſo turn 
the Grace of God into Wantonneſs, as deliberately to light, on 
the account of Liberty, the leaſt hint of Truth, elearly convin- 
cing them of Duty: het ſeeing ſuch may be tempted ¶ for a worldly 
Intereſt) to ſtifle their Light in this thing, my counſel is, That they 
bear in mind the great Price of their Redemption from a vain 
Converſation ; which if they do, they will not think it much to ſuffer 
loſs in their Names and Trades, for Righteouſneſs ſake, in this fiery- 
trying day, which is grown ſo dark to ſome, who not long ſince rejoyc” 
in the Light, that now they complain in the words of the Prophet, Iſa. 
59.9. We wait for Light, but behold Obſcurity, &'c, Whilſt Know- 
ledg ſeems to be defi d, is not Doing omitted? And are there not many 
who will not ſee the things they have no mind to praiſe * But Precept 
muſt be upon Precept, Line upon Line, here a little and there a little, 
that they may go and fall backward (as Men do who begin to highs: 
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To the Reader. 


and then when their Intereſt is ſtruck at, fall backward) and be broken, 
ſnared, and taken. Ia. 28. 13. | . 
Courteous Reader, I ſhall not hide from thee the riſe of this Diſ- 
courſe, and the occaſion of its Publication, The Lord baving eminentiy 
appear d to 4 conſiderable number of bis People in their waiting on bim 
together in ſeveral ſolemn Meetings, clearly witneſſing to their Conſci- 
ences againſt their ſuperfiuous Ornaments on their Apparel, inſomuch 
.as divers did forthwith repent and reform Some calling for a Reaſon 
for this Reformation, I thought it _needful (to avoid much ſpeaking of 
this Matter) to put Pen to Paper, and ſince that (to prevent the labox 
of. tranſcribing Copies.) to put my Papers to the Prefe. If God teach 
thee to profit by them, give him alone the Glory, As for Scorners, let 
them delight in ſcorning ; but let the Wiſe hear the whole Matter, and 
then give Judgment. n N 8 
And as for ſuch who are ſtrong, aud ly reaſon of uſe, have theix 
Senſes. exercis'd to a clear diſcerning between Good, and Evil, let ſuch 
bear with my rude Endeavours, and bring forth a better Teſtimony a- 


gainſt that abomination of Pride in Apparel, wherewith moſt Profeſſors 


are ſo ſpotted, and the profeſſion of Godlineſs, by reaſon. thereof, ſa 


mucb evil. ſpoken of, that if. all ſhould bold th:ir peace, a Man might 


expt®, according to the words of Chriſt in another Caſe, Luke 19. 40. 
The stones would immediatly cry out. Who knows, but the leaſt of 


tbe Flock, by au holy Zeal (accompany d with many Infirmities which 


Love ſhould cover) may provoke ſome great Preachers to look more 
narrowly into this Matter? and to examine themſelves, why (ſeeing 


' there was never more occaſion given to declare againſt Pride) they have 
no more diſcover d this Iniquity, which now it is to be fear d they wink 


at in others, becauſe ſo mucb of it cleaves to. themſelves and theirs. ? 
The Lord who ij faithful and true, bas promis'd, That he will purely 
purge away all the Droſs of Sion, and take away all her Tin; then 
will he-reſtore unto them Judges as at the firſt, and Counſelors as 


at the beginning, 1/41.25,26. Which. good thing that the Lord may 
ſpeedily perform, is the hearty Deſire and daily Prayer of 


The Lord's moſt unworthy Servant, whom He 
bath pluckt as 4 Brand out of th: Fire, 1 


JOHN EENDARVESs. 
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| Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel Al 


O R, r 

Some Reaſons render d for & aints forbearing to put upon their 
Garments ſuch Trimmings and Ornaments as are altogether 
ſaperfluous, and apparently uſeleſs. With Anſwers to ſeveral - 
Objections, - | N Io 


H E firſt Reaſon or Argument takes its riſe from the 1 Ground: ow _ 
Death and Reſurrection of Chriſt, and the Saints fel- Rea n. 
lowſhip with him in both: and firſt, from his Death. 
The Croſs of Chriſt is that by which every true Be- 
liever is taught with Paul to be crucified to the World; and that 
not only, as his Faith preſents to bim the Glory of a crucified 
Chriſt, hidden from an eye of Senſe, far exceeding all outward 
worldly Glory; but alſo as it teacheth him to war againſt all ſenſual Gal.4.14. ipet. 
worldly Luſts, in confidence that Chriſt died to redeem him from 2.11. Tit. 2. 11, 
them. And herein doth the Virtue and Glory of the Sufferings of 18.5 Me 
Chriſt on the Croſs. (wherein he is commended to us as a moſt glo- pfl. 2.5.7.8; 
rious Pattern of Self-denial) eminently appear in his Followers, in 
erucifying the Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and Pride of Gal. 3. 24. 
Life; all which ſtand in oppoſition to that newnels of life Saints Rom. 6. 4. 
are call'd to walk in. Now ſeeing the Luſts of the Fleſh were found 
warring againſt Chriſt on the Croſs, and do daily war againſt his Gal. s, 17. 
Spirit in the hearts of Saints, and Chriſt warred, and doth war a- Rom. 13.14. 
gainſt them; his Soldiers ought not to make proviſion for them by REIN 
ſuch ſuperfluous deckings, leſt in ſo doipg they be found feeding and (a) | Ry 
clothing Chriſt's Enemies, whilſt they neglect to feed and clothe mure vi/ible to 
his Members; and leſt thereby they obſcure or hide the glorious all that behold 
Power of the Death of Chriſt; which ſhould appear to the Eyes de Saints tha 
of all Men in the vilible ſelf-denial of Believers (a.) 1 7 Apparel 2 
- Secondly, As in conſideration of his Death, the Saints are call d 
to die to this world, ſo with reſpect to his Reſurtection all thoſe w hum 
are riſen with him, ought to ſeek thoſe things which are above, 
Col. 3. l. and having their Convert ſations with Chriſt in Heaven, to 

mortify 
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a8. minded, accounted coſtly. 


6 , Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel. 


6) Do thy mortify their Members which are upon Earth (b) Col. 3. 5. And thus 
mortiſy their plainly declaring by their Words and Actions, Behavior and Ap- 


7 % Patel, that they are not of this World, but are ſtrangers to it: in 
ar their ſo doing, they ſhew forth the Power of Chriſt's Reſurre&ion, draw- 


ge? John 15. ing up Their affections to himſelf. As the corruption of mens hearts 


bs - doth appear (as it were written in their foreheads) in their vain 
(:) How 4 wanton Faſhions (c); ſo on the contrary, the Grace of God in Man 

rheſe, or their doth appear and ſhine in his Saints, in their abſtaining, upon pure 
— . Gofpel grbondh from all appearance of Pride, and vanity in Ap- 
Promiſe at the Patel, and clothing themſelves with Humility, as becomes the 
Font, to for ſale ſelf - denying followers of Chriſt (d). But as Paul complains ſadly 
all the Pons of ſome who minded earthly things, that they were Enemies to the 

ae : f Croſs of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 18. May we not take up a like complaint of 
i Thefl.$.22. many now, who inadorning themſelves,ſhew that they mind earth- 
09 Such felf- ly things, by heaping oa vain Superfluities ? Are not ſuch Enemies 

nial doth be- in this thing, or at leaſt apparent Nonconformiſts to the Croſs of 

come poſe 1 Chriſt? Great reaſon there is therefore, that they who have other- 

2 ct wiſe learn'd Chriſt dead and riſen, ſhould make it appear, by put- 

in Baptiſm. ting off, or at leaſt forbearing to put on ſuch things, which are not 

only unbecoming their Profeſſion, but alſo are abus'd by moſt men, 

for an occaſion to the Fleſn; and as they are commonly born about, 
are apparently uſeleſs to all, Epbh. 4. 17, 20, 21,22. 0% 

2 Ground or As the firſt Reaſon chiefly reſpects the Croſs of Chriſt, the ſecond 

Nuri. in like manner relates to his Yoke, to which all Believers owe Sub- 

I jection, and ought to manifeſt the ſame by a viſible univerſal Obe- 

dience to him whom we are bid to hear in all things, A&s 3. 23. 

Who, as he hath by his own Mouth ſpoken to his Followers to de- 

ny themſelves, Mat.10.38. Mar.8.34. ſo hath he, by the Mouth 

of his Apoſtles, in the Holy Scriptures which he has given to 

furniſh the Man of God toevery good Work, preſcrib'd profitable 

and precious Directions for regulating the Saints practice in ap- 

parelling themſelves. Theſe are either, firſt, more expreſs and 

particular, as to this one thing of Adorning, as in 1 Tim. 2. 9. 

where not only is forbidden to believing Women (that Vanity, 

they who have where with, are too prone unto) to adorn themſelves 

with Gold or Pearls, but alſo the adorning themſelves with coſtly 

Array is forbidden; that Array being there counted coſtly, which 

© 0. 6 4. Men crucified to this World, and often in Neceſlities, and ſenſible 


a Cot. 11. 27, Of the Wants of others, as Paw and Timothy, with others like- 


Secondly, 
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Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel, 7 
Secondly, There are Directions which are more general, of 
which 1 have here fer down ſome of the principal, as Rom, 132, 2. 
Be not confoarm'd to this World, 1 Pet.1.14. Faſhion not your” ſelves 
according to the former Lufts of your Ignorance. - Make no Proviſion 
for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſts thereof, Rom. 13. 14. Moreover, 
we are commanded to lay apart all filthineſs and  ſuperfluity of 
Naughbtineſs, Jam. 1.21, And in 1 Pet. 4. 10. we are required (e)Thoſe Rul 
to be good Stewards of the manifold Grace of God : which relates not 7 many — | 
only to ſpiritual Gifts, but alſo to things of this Life. Now with ach, are afſen- + 
that ſpecial Rule before going, let us take theſe general Rules, and *e fu in gene- 
well apply them (e) to the particulars of Evils forbidden, and Du- r. ſeldom 
tys enjoin'd in thoſe Scriptures,and this Doubt may ſoon be reſolv'd, 8 uf = 4 
viz. Whether Saints are calPd to refrain from further expence in particular, | 
ſuch vain Superfluities which the Men of this World procore, and 1 John 2. 16, 
put on to ſatisfy tbe Luſts of the fleſh, and the Luſt of tbe tye. N 
The third Ground is made good from the preſent apparent Wants 3 Cn. 
and Straits of divers poor precious Saints that lack to be ſup. 
ply'd with things neceſſary, who by reaſon of Sickneſs, Weakneſs, 
or want of Stock to manage their honeſt Trades, are unable to 
provide for themſelves and theirs, ſo'that they may attend on God 
without diſtraction. ls not the ſupplying their Need, the feeding 
and clothing of Chriſt in his poor Members (for ſo he arcounts 
what done to them, done to him, 22 to be preferred be- 
fore providing ſuch needleſs Trimmings? Let the tender. hearted 
ſober Chriſtian conſider it well. Should not Saints lay to heart 
theſe things with a due reſpect to their Receivings from Chriſt, 
and Engagements to Chriſt, not forgetting the Law of their Rela- 
tion, as fellow. Members with the meaneſt in that Body whereof 
Chriſt is Head? 12 | | 
be third Ground thus briefly laid down (with the Caſe of the 
poor Saints unreliev'd, ſtated truly as it is) I leave this to the jadg - 
ment of thoſe who ate ſpiritual, and proceed to the Fourth. Wy 
The fourth Ground is, that by ceaſing to caſt away their 4 C eä. 
| Subſtance on ſuch Superfluities, Saints may be in a better ca- 
pacity to adorn by their good Works the Doctrine of God our 
Saviour, the Credit whereot ought to be much dearer to us than 
our Lives ; and how much then to be preferred before our need- 83 
lefs Ornaments? How few of the Men of the World are convine'd-1 Cor. 9. 25. 
at this day, by the Sajats liberality to the Poor, their ſeeking out the 
Widow and the Fatherleſs, the Blind and the Lame, wan 
them 


8 Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel. 
them in their diſtreſs: How few, I ſay, are convinc'd on this ac- 
count, viz. of ſuch good Works done by Profeſſors, that God is 
in them of a truth ?iand that the Doctrine of Graceithey:hold to 
and maintain, is the true Doctrine? Do not many great Profeſſors 
(on their part) leave the Gofpel naked (without thoſe good Works 
of Mercy and Bounty which ſhapld adorn it). whillt their Fleſh is 
gorgeoully array d? Have not ſuch need to be put in remembrance 
of their Duty, To honour the Lord with their Subſtance, and with the 
firſt fruits of tbeir Increaſe ? Prov.3.9. No ſooner do they abound 
in. Wealth and Riches, but ſuddenly they abound in coſtly Super- 
fluities (not in good Works proportionable to their Ability) Thus 
- inſtead of honoring the Lord, they honor themſelves with their 
- Subſtance; and inſtead of ſei ving him, they even ſerve their Luſts 
en with the firſt Fruits of their Increaſe. 1 9 
«Ground, A fifth Reaſon for Saints reforming their Apparel, is taken from 
— the manifold great Temptations and Evils Saints often fall into, to 
get that which is ſo lightly parted with in ſuperfluous Ornaments. 
Is it not eaſy to be ſeen, and ſadly to be Jamented, that to provide 
and maintain coſtly Apparel, ſtately Houſes, rich Houſe-furniture, 
delicious Fare, and ſuch-like things, according tothe faſhion-of 
; this World; thoſe crying Sins of Covetouſneſs, Deceit, Injuſtice, 
Cf) What evil with other-like Evils (/) act their parts in ſome Profeſſors of a 
fire s that high ſtrain, to the great diſhonor of the glorious Name of God? 
-—— tir And why is it that precious Opportunities of aſſembling together, 
Jen 2 and viſiting one another, are ſo often neglected by the Saints ? 
2) Is this te And, O, whence is it that there is ſo little looking after, and pre- 
walk wiſely,7*- paring for the great Day of Chriſt's coming; the Hearts of Pro- 
deeming — feſſors being ſurfeited with the Cares of this Life, and that Day 
| fend — ready to overtake them unawares; and they in danger to be found 
adornings ? without their Wedding-garments? Is it not ſo with many or moſt, 
(H) How mary becauſe their; Endeavors are over-much laid out, and precious 
carefulthoughts time (not to be redeem'd with Gold) unprofitably. ſpent (gz) and 
22 — waſted in providing and putting on coſtly and curious Apparel ? 
n merle, whereas to provide convenient Carments, without ſuch Ornaments, 
dechings ? bow and to procure other Accommodations in and about their Houſes 
do ſuch obey ſutable thereunto, ſo much time need not be taken up, nor careful 
that Word of Thoughts (5) (forbidden by Chriſt); laid out for themſelves; or 


= B their Children after them. Obſerve that word Mat. 6. 28. Why 


thought for tale ye thought for Rayment 7 and ver. 3 2. Aſter all tbeſe things do 
raiment? © bbe Gentiles ſeek, 1 | 1 
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Endeavors for Reformution in Ap, 21g 

A ſixth Ground is taken from the por” things promis d to the s ο. 
People of God wWpe deal their Bread to the Hungry, And bring fs 
poor outkaſts 10 their Houſes; If 58,8, Ce. viz.” That the ble 
ſhall riſe in obſcurity, their darkneſs ſhall be bis tbe noon-day "they r. 
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call, and the Lord will anſwer. Thoſe high Enjoyments are he > S n 
mis'd to a People who make another uſe of their outward . ICN 
ſtance, than to laviſh it on needleſs Ornaments, as the manner ß 
ſome is. Unleſs there be a Reformation in this thing, x hat Ungular 2 
Works of this kind before - mention d can be done by the Saints 
which may be good Evidences, that God hath ſet them in the read 
way to thoſe high Attainments? They who wait for ſuch glorious 
Things, and expect ſuch large Meaſures of the Spirit, muſt learn too 
be good-Stewards of the things of this Life (i). He that hath an O. r ix 
ear, let him hear what Chriſt ſaith; If ye have not been faithful in the Sn W . 
unrighteous Mammon (the Riches of this World) who will commit to content 2 150 
your truſt the true Riches ? He that is unjuſt (or unfaithful) in that with a their 
which is leaſt, is unjuſt alſo in much, Luke 16. 10, 11. The people AO delights, 
whom God will uſe and honor to raiſe up the Foundations of many * ; a as the 
Generations, to repair Breaches, and to reſtore Paths to dwell in, 2 RN 1 
I/. 58.12. they ſhall not (as others have done) ſeek great things for ing fond 's © 
themſelves, but ſhall be a merciful, holy, humble, ſelf-denying peo. Pear! of great 
ple, as may appear by comparing with verſ. 12. the five foregoing price d all go: 
Verſes of that Chapter. And if God do ſuch great things by them, y ugh! * Mat, 
without doubt the Spirit of the Lord ſhall be early and abundantly 40 e 
poured out upon them. Theſe things duly conſider'd, it appears 
that thoſe precious Promiſes, together wich the Saints earneſt EK. 

pectation of ſuch great and glorious Things to be fulfilled in this 

Generation, do lay a ſtrong Engagement upon us to ceaſe from our 

ſuperfluous Ornaments, and all things elſe that hinder Saints from 

doing thoſe ſingular Things before expreſſed, Iſa. 58.9, 8, 10. e 
Seventhly, The day and time we live in, calls to this Reformation. 7 Ground. 

Is it not a time of Trouble, a day of great Rebuke and grievous Blaſ- See how fle- 


hemies *, wide Breaches ſtill remaining among God's People, glo- _ — 


rious Things brought to the birth, and no ſtrength to bring forth 251 * 


And is not this a time for Saints rather to be rending than decking e and put on 


their Garments? (k) Undoubtedly the day calls to Mourning, and /ackc!oth ; and 
*Y 1 vg 0 How the Lord 


tabes nor ice of his. ſo daing, Iſa. 37. 1, 2. (K Obſerve the praBlice of Joſhua and Caleb, when the 
People ſtake of making them-a Captain, and returning again into Egypt, Numb, 14.4,6. And ſee 
alſo the prattice of Parnabas and Saul, Aﬀs 14. 14. 1 , 
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(m) Let the wo- call to weeping, 
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G0 Eadeauor wer 2 ion in Apparel. 5 
« -bumbliog our ſelves, laping aſide our vain Ornaments. Is it s light 

2 _ 172 ching to turn a deaf eat to God's Call by ſuch Diſpenſations? And 
Projeſſre, wa when he thus calls to a People to deny themſelves of their Liberty () 


— f hn in outward things, then to ſtretch to the utmoſt bounds thereof ? 
berty more than 1 22-12,13. Inthat day (ſaith the Prophet) did the Lord of Hoſts 


and maurning, and girding with ſackcloth ; and bebold, 
men Profeſſors killing of ſheep, and ſlaying of oxen, &c. And what follows? Ver. 
in London 2 And it was reveaPd in mine ears by the Lord of Hoſts, This ini- 
itt duity ſhall not be purged from you till ye dio. With this let the Rea- 
time in private — compare diligently that noted word in Amos 6. 5,6, 7. where 
praying and thoſe are ſeverely threatned, who drank wine in bowls, and forgat 
humbling them- the Affliction of Joſeph (m). And can they eſcape much longer with- 
2 2 out correction, who 00 things at this day? Do not Saints put 


ie themſelves far away the evil Day, N hen they put on their vain Ornaments, and 
with coſtly Ar- appear with badges of Pride, and not the mark of Mourners upon 
ray, and plait- them (u)? And ſhould it not be a lamentation (that which is yet 
ing the flair; more unbecoming Chriſtian profeſſion) fbme glory in ſuch things, 
waa rs a which are indeed their ſhame ? He that feels not the Force of this 
well Ila. 3.ſum Reaſon taken from the Hand of God upon us, and the many Abo- 
the 16th for- minations and Grievances before mention'd, and; hath no heart- 
ward. Can they bleediogs becauſe of the reproach that is daily caſt upon the Name 
chuſe by bluſh, of God and his People, &c. let him examine himſelf, whether he 
- he 4 hath * due regard to the Work of the Lord at this day; and, whe- 
Word ? ther be be a real Monrner for Sion (o), and one that prefers Jeruſa- 


bf . py lem above his chief Joy. 


Apparel of moſt Profeſſors at this day, would take them to be ſuch as figh and cry for all the Abomina- 
tions of God's People * Is not pride in Apparel one Abominat ion? their partaking in it ſo apparently, 
plainly ſbews them without grief for it. Plal.28.4,5, (o) See thoſe Promiſes to them that mourn 


in Sion, Ila. 61. 2, 3. & 66. 10. 


The eighth is deriv'd from that Duty incumbent upon the Saints, 

to wall as Lights amidſt a crooked. Generation, Phil. 2. 15. and as the 
Lord's holy Remnant whom he bath reſerved to witneſs againſt the 
Evils of the Times, And who fees not that pride in Apparel isnow 
a reigning Sin in this Land, even among Profeſſors, who, in their 
adorning themſelves, differ little or nothing from the World, that 
wallows in wickedneſsand vanity? That which aggravates this Evil, 
and renders it more odious, and ſhould ſet Saints at the greater di- 
ſtance from it, and from all appearance thereof, is, That there is a 
troop of Evils, as covetouſneſs,defrauding lying oppreſſion, grinding the 
faces of the Poor, Cc. with many ſuch-like Sins, which doattend = 


8 Ground. 


rather than put aſtumbling-block in the way of his weak Brother, Se 
things, than give offence, and cauſe grief to the tender hearts of r 


4 | 


Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel, 

Can we be zealous and jealous for the Lord of Hoſts, and refrain 
from bearing a Teſtimony of our diflike of this Abomination? And | 
how can this be done, except we firſt begin at home, putting from us (p)chrif'c wit 

all appearances of that Evil which we'condemn in others? God's nfs do tor. 
People, who are cald to come ont of Babylon, are ſtraitly charge ent the Beaf, 
not to partake of her Sins (p). One Reaſon is, becauſe God will , 9 

make uſe of them to declare againſt them. Now that the Saints ,e,.2un. pit 
may bear a full Teſtimony againſt this Evil of Pride in Apparel, not Noah by bis 
which is one of the Sins of the Times, and one of Babylon's Sins (as Pratice in 
appears Rev. 18. 12,1 5,16.) it behoves them to clear themfolves from ng andrk, 


irby a contrary pralice (9) 70 dig corropt Generation in chef 75/4 
proud manner of adorning themſelves. | r 


Ninthly, The Preſence of the Lord with his People, encouraging way we ought 
them to this Reformation, affords another Ground (r) : His Hand fo manifeſt aw | 
(as they ate perſuaded) having ſtrongly ſet it upon their Hearts, oe, Jo that " .M 
in ſeveral Aſſemblies, ſolemnly waiting on him to reform without 14, 
delay; accounting that now God is purging away all the Droſs of 9 Ground. 
Sion, he will not leave ſuch worldly Superffuities long remaining (7) 4s God goes 
upon the Garments of Saints. It's confeſt that inward impulſes a f "_ e- 
perſuaſions of good Men, are not always good Arguments to prove = * "hg 
a Matter: yet, when a praying People, ſuch as deſtre to tremble hylan, 7 50 
at the Word, and labor to walk exactly, are unanimous in a Per- bring them off. 
ſuaſion or Motion, which hath ſach Scripture- grounds for it, as Ven ber Ante, 
hath been alledg'd for this; ſuch an Argument in its place, well 10 G 
accompanied with other weighty Reaſons, deſerves to be conſi- ( c % 
der'd by ſuch as fear the Lord. | ee regard to 
* Thetenth and laſt Groynd is, becauſe of that offence which is taken ſich « Jeb and 
by thoſe who ſigh and cry for all che Abonrinations of Profeſſors (/ 2 ## 174 
they cannot but mourn to behold ſuch needleſs coſtly Deckings upon felſu 125 he's 


the Apparel of Saints: they alſo declare their conſcientious offence 14 
thereat. If Paul would not eat F leſn while the World was to ſtand, 


at them. . 
tonfudet 


well 5 oF 


xCoy. 8. 1 3. ſhould not Saints much rather refrain from thoſe need 


thoſe for whom Chriſt died? And whereas it may be faid, fo 17 a 3 
Men are offended at the leaving off ſuch Ornaments (t); is it our _ 
their Goodneſs? is it not rather, becauſe ſome private Intereſt of their ws Mme, 
„ee their Friends is thereby ſtryet ut Ribe be cobſeſentionlly MY 90M 
offended, the Reafons before-going may ſuffice'to ſhew, that the Of- n % Gas fir. 
fence is unjuſtly taken at thoſe, who on the Grounds laid down'ceefe fear ef offend + 
8 B 2 from ing ce Men, 


„% „ + „ — 


Enaravors for Reformation in Apparel. 


from putting upon their Garments ſuch ſuperflous Ornaments, 
and in conſcience towards God chuſe to walk in that way of Re- 
formation, whereon, ſo clear a light of Truth ſnines. Rp Welt 
No foraſmuch as all Reformation meets with oppoſition, it can- 
not well be expected, that this, which runs ſo contrary to the ſtream. 
of the common Opinion and Practice, and is ſo oppoſite to mens 
fleſhly luſts and intereſts, ſnould - eaſily take place: I ſhall therefore 
proceed to conſider, and anſwer ſeveral Objections, which are, 
or may be made againſt the Reformation pleaded for. 
Object. 1. Did not Sarah and Rebecca wear rich Jewels ?. and if ſo, 
why may not Believers in theſe days wear ſuch Ornaments, if their 
Ability will extend to provide them? 
| Anſw. 1. We find not that there were at that day (as now there 
- 44A are) many poor Saints on every hand needing to be reliev'd... 
ne, 2. Neither was proviſion made for their coſtly Ornaments by, 
* ſuch notorious Abominations of Covetouſneſs and Extortion, &c, 
TY nor the Pride of Profeſſors, their pride in Appaxel grown up to that 
2 height, as that there needed then, as now there doth, ſuch a loud. 
6: ſounding Teſtimony in Word and Practice to be born againſt it. 
1 3. Some things practis d by Abrabam and David die as much 
1895 Did nt approbation as the wearing of Rings and Jewels (u) y Sargb.and, 
7 3 heir N Rebecca, it becomes not Saints to practiſe: Had not Abraham his 
en? Concubines, and Children by them? Gen. 25.6. And did not Da- 
die hh did Ja- vid take unto, him many Wives and Concubines ? 2 Sam. F. 1 3. 
cob take them Would not Saints bluſh to be found walking in their ſteps in theſe. 
| 1 away, and hide things now ? - | e 17 Han b 
ee , ln thoſedays of Ignorance, in the Infancy of the Church, God 
n bis fa: dealt with his People as Parents do with tfteir Ifttle Children, who 
mly ! ſee Gen. Fre them ſuch things as are taking to the eye, to win upon their Af- 
_ 325.234 v fections; and lay ſuch Commands upon them, as are ſutable to their 
mae, tender Age and preſent Capacity: ſo did God give goadly outward, 
© 7 het tf Gifts and Ornamentsta his People of old under.the Law. .And,as he. 
4 / riaetices bath at ſundry times, and in ſundry ways, ſo alſo by ſeveral degrees, 
made of Their diſcover'd his Will to his People, according to that ability he hath. 
given them to hear. Wherefore it will not follow, becauſe God did 
pings. Aud did at firſt tolerate the wearing of ſuchOrnaments, that therefore now he 
wed] ren calls not his todeny themſelves in theſe things. The preſident of ſome. 
233 Ae Gige: wearing ſuch Ornaments, then, makes not ſo much for that practice, 
on e bichae? as thoſe many Goſpel-precepts laid down in the ſecond Ground, 
TI 3} Jap 3.26.25; with thoſe other Arguments accompanying, make aginſt it 8 
* f Rs O11 | | | ye 7 
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Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel. 13 
Object. 2. This is for the honor of Chriſt, that his Servants and 
Followers put on ſuch Ornaments, ſeeing thereby they make it ap- 
pear they ſerve a good Maſter. . „ 151420 CR N 
Anſw. It is for the honor of Chriſt, our Head and Lord, to have 
his Members and Followers conformable to him (w), even to Chriſt (* E is e- 
- crucify'd,as were the Miniſters of Chriſt and his deſpis'dFollowers in ng ek 
the Primitive Times. As for thoſe who judg of the condition of the — gon 
Servants ofChriſt, either of their happineſs or miſery, with reſpect to fer, and the 
their outward State and Accommodations, what would ſuch have Servant as bis 
thought of Chriſt, had they ſeen him born ina Manger, and hang'd Led. 
an a Tree? The miſtaken World, which (as John faith 1 Joh. 3.2.) 
knoweth not the Saints, judging after the Wiſdom of this World by 
ſuch falſe Rules, may, and ſhall ſtumble at the Saints, as they did at 
Chriſt who were offended at him, and ſaid, 7s not this the Carpenter: 
Son ? It is the glory of the Members to be like their Head, the Fol 
lowers like their Maſter. The legal Worſhip, Temple, and Wor- 
ſhippers,had indeed rich Adornings belonging to them, which were 
to the honor of God in that day, under that diſpenſation; but the: 
New Teſtament- Glory is inward, in the Spirit, in the hidden Man of 
the Heart, The typical Temple was adorn'd with Gold and Silver, 
but the true Temple ſpoken of 2 Cor. 6. 16. is adorn'd within with 
that which is incorruptible; and outwardly: with ſuch Self-deniat 
and good Works before Men as do become the Goſpel . © ' 
© ObjeF, 3, Some object, This would be to expoſe our ſelves to (x)Luk.r5.19, 
ſcorn, and to make our ſelves ridiculous in the eyes of Men, if we'; 1 
ſhould put off our Ornaments, and walk in that way which here f Dives fine 
ſeems to be preſcrib d. * 7d 0 clothing and 


Anſw. Firſt, Such Extremities are not here pleaded for, as may'/umptuous fe, 
occaſion ſuch contempt to be caſt upon you. Who will laugh at you 57 on | 
for forbearing to put upon good and convenient Garments, ſuch Tyr for «th 
ſuperfluous Trimming as hath no ſhew of uſe ? ls it not uſual with table Ca. 
civil People to commend going plain, as they call it, and to condemn tim to ſome 
Profeſſors for their pride in Apparel? As for holy mortify*dPerſons, bo even fread 
they are more exercis'd'in ſighing for all the Abominations of the 2 — wb 
Times, than that they ſhould be found to contemn any man on chi, the Word 
an account. Some light Profeſſors there are, who neither lay to heart may expect to 
their own nor others Sins, but like Dives, they clothe themſelves be for ſigns &. 
ſumptuouſly, and fare deliciouſly eyery. day (x); ſuch ( being too Wonders in Js 
much accuſtom'd to vain laughter) may laugh in the face at ſuch — 
Re formation, whilſt inwardly they have indignation againſt it, be- ſors, Ia. b. 16, 


cauſe it witneſſeth againſt their vain practice. 3 
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Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel. 
Secondly, The Servants and Followers of Chriſt ought not to 
think it ſtrange if they be counted for Signs and Wonders, ſeeing 
it is no other than what was propheſy'd before-hand in the Scrip- 
tures, Iſa. 8. 18. Zech. 3. 8. How could ſuch lay down their Lives 
for the Truths of Chriſt, who cannot bear to be laugh'd at for 
Righteouſneſs ſake ? whilſt the Glory of God is promoted by their 
Endeavours for ſuch a Reformation, whereof they ſee there'is at 
this day among the Saints ſo great a need. 
Object. 4. God hath promis d that his People fall poſſeſs the 
- * Riches of the Gentiles, Iſa. 60. 9, 17. and that they ſhall have 
Plenty of Gold and Silver, Iſa. 61. 6. If ſo, and God hath al- 
ready begun to ſubdue our Enemies, ſo that they ſubmit them- 
ſelves, and come with Preſents to us; why then may we not pre- 
| pare, and put on coſtly Jewels and Ornaments ? what better uſe 
can we make of the Riches we poſſeſs? x 
- Anſw. Firſt, That thoſe Propheſies do agree with what is written 
in the Book of Revelation concerning New Jeruſalem, and have re- 
lation to the ſame glorious State of the Church, may evidently ap- 
pear,by comparing the 60 Chap. of Iſaiab, with the 21 of Revelation. 
It's true indeed, the Kings ſhall bring their Glory into it, &c. but 
that the Saints are not yet come to that New Jeruſalem ſtate, is ſaf- 
ficiently manifeſt from that ſorrow and ſighing, and the many ſad 
Complaints of God's People as at this day ; all which, as alfo the 
preſent Poverty and Suffering of many Saints, are inconſiſtent with 
their glorious Privileges in the New Jeruſalem ; for there ſhall be no 
ſorrow nor crying, Rev. 21. 4. If it be granted, that ſuch Ornaments 
+... -..._ ſhall be worn by Saints in their triumphant State then, it will not 
(y.) The Chil- therefore follow, that they may put them on in their militant 


* 
* 


2 of the State now, whilſt the days of their monrning are not ended, and 

— whilſt the Bridegroom is not with them (). | 
| vn whilſ} Secondly, Saints ought to be ſo afflicted in and for the Afflictions 
| the Bridegroem one of another, that as Fellow-members of one Body, if one Mem- 


i mt wih ber ſuffer (ſaith the Apoſtle) all ſuffer with it, 1 Cor. 12. 26. Upon 
this Account, how deeply ought we to be affected with the lamen. 

.table Miſeries of God's People in many Lands, who groan daily 
under grievous Sufferings by Perſecution, Reproach, Impriſonment, 
and all manner of Oppreſlion? Are any of us ſet at liberty from ſuch 
Bondage? Ought we not yet to conſider our ſelves in the fame Body 
with 'em, and be in Bonds (in reſpe& of a fympathy and fellow-feet-' 
ing of their Grievances) as if we were bound with' em? Heb. 13. 3. 
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May not this his ſaying ſhame many Profeſſors now, who abate no- wereput into 


Jewels and kept not back their Lives, when calbd for (d)? Let it — 


" hands, thut the Cauſe was the Lord's ? De People went out as they 


Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel, 15 
And can we be thus affected, and yet plead for, and put on coſtly C 4re nee 
Array and rich Ornaments (as the manner of ſome is, who lay not ſcb like Gal- 
theſe things to heart) as if all were well (z) and nothing aileth us? =P — it's 
| ſhall not here meddle with that Queſtion, What times to come 11% be 50+ 
may allow of ? only let me allude to the words of Haggai the Pro- beaten, He 
phet, Hag. 1. 4. 1s thu a time for you, O ye, to dwell in your ciePd cared for none 
Houſes ? So, is this a time for Saintsfo be decking themſelves with 9 *be/e things? 
coſtly Ornaments, whilſt ſo many of their Brethren abroad are 6 & bow 
wounded,and lie as it were bleeding even to death (a) ? Might it not gb Children of . 
rather become a true-hearted Iſraelite, with a tender Eye to theſe Gad and of 
things, toſay with Uriab, 2 Sam. 11. 11. The Ark, and Iſrael, and Reuben, when, 
Judah, remain in Tents, and the Servants of my Lord are encamp'd in —— ie 
the open Field, &c. ſhall I then go into my Houſe to eat and drink ? &c. their —— 


thing of their Superfluities upon the account of all the Wants, Sor- heir poſſeſſion : 
rows and Sufferings of the People of God (b, and all that Reproach Shall yourBre- 
which is caſt upon the glorions Name and Cauſe of God? thren go to 


war, a:dſhalk = 


Thirdly, Hath God bleſt his People in this Nation with the Firſt- ye ge here? 
fruits of thoſe Promiſes ? ſhould they firſt ſerve and adorn them- Numb. 32. 6.. 
ſelves, and not rather honour the Lord, and adorn his Goſpel by re- ( 4s theſe 
lieving the poor Saints, and others, with the Firſt- fruits of all their * 77 8 
increaſe (c)? As for the late War (wherein the Cauſe of Chriſt and — * 
his Saints was pleaded with ſuch great Reſolution and wonderful Joſeph, 
Succeſs) was it not at firſt promoted by the free Offerings of the god- themſelves * 
ly and well- affected People, who brought in their Mony, Plate, and S Liberty th 


conſider'd whether the rich Spoils gotten by ſuch War ſhould not Amos 3. + + 
bave been brought into a publick Treaſury, to be faithfully diſpos'd the contrary 
of for the benefit of the Cauſe and People of God (e), the Inſtruments fey who- are 
imploy'd taking to themſelves Food and Rayment convenient for f 
'em, not laying up for Themſelves, nor laying out for their Lofts ? — . 
How well would ſuch a Courſe agree with that remarkable word, dun themelers 
Iſa. 23. 18. The Merchandiſe of Tyre (which in reſpect of her For. in ſach thing. 
nication with the Nations doth fitly reſemble myſtical Babylon) and c Gm re- 
ber hire ſhall be Holineſs to the Lord; it ſhall neither be treaſured nor laid Pane rt 
up, but it ſhall be for them that dwell before the Lord to eat ſufficiently, thas chey 
ſhould offer to him without delay the Firſt-fraits of all their increaſe, Exod. 2 2.29.with'which compare 
that ward in-Ezck. 20. 41. which relates to later or laft m—— Did not the Pele as in the days of 
old offer themſelves theirs willingly to the work of the Lord, aſſerting with their Lives in their 
were call thereunto, to help tb 
from er nr 


Lud againſt the Mighty. (e) Joſh. 6. 18, 19. the Gold and Silver taken 
Yapuivetc ends and uſes, became a Curſe and Trouble to the Camy. 


X 0 n Apparel, 5 
| r R mne — ; vght to have 
ang (7 Kd if fin e = 
26 - and for durable — dut that which 2 — great 11 8 
2 — — the Wa the late" Wars 82 the 
1 | CO inric 5 ati | 
abe bind fares of 1 — — in the * 
heavy Gwrdens ſtare of Affairs wi tr of Saints at Babyloniſh Garment (0), 
* — — Wedg, and 
San he” like Ac 
(epEifling & more 


Iden Orna- 
is, and the go 

Riches Saints ſhall poſſeſs, 

"PD Aude like the great 

comme f 


lem's 
is ſuppos d) they ſhall pur on, in 

ents (as is ſu | 
"Things, but the m 


ing to put on 
ity ? eſt by forbear o charge 
king off . ſay, 1d give — to the World to charg 
* 4 >. whe bject. F. ſhou 3 r 
Joes 0 we the poo 
— aa ſuch — e. iberality in — Cenlures 
no ee us with by the Exerciſe 42 = ſuch — the coſtly 
. . 4 ing o 
ble to Gad, x Anſ. By the taining Strangers forbear weari 8 Cee 
— . Saints, by = revented (i). — * thereby for ws Fn Yet 
& to = may cally Ravi to * — Reproach 232 in Ap- 
diſcover'd ann Array, in juſtly ſerv ky conſcientious an Evil prac- 
4 4 24 —— rog dothing _ againſt n let them 
the. : is al enis l . {pecia - Pri E. | | 
— in the Pa to 1 will 1 off Our gr" 
wp ? Do mt |; 21 7 d this le r o 
eee bath By 6. What fo fone? We fer et by tx into danger of 
_—_ 2155. per fluous 8 the — 1 | e Ground ceaſe 
a Theres being much againſt Pride pe nor un well on . 
5 . f iſe Worſhip, _ 40 lich things 3 and others, 
. 5 inſt fa 4 S, CO | | 
9 _ to — —— are 5 led 33 — ? 43 * promote bad 
O 5 d uſe the li e C0 p il Groun 7 hings on 
canſt notſtan Ca I] ſo do, are 4 things on ev the ſame NI 2 
forethine ho ſha en do goo refuſe to do 
Enemies, un 295 — — not — 1s before ſhew'd at 
ril, 975 Joſh. Deſigns 3 ighteous Grounds. d (as hath been ny ſuch account: 
. 7, 5 101 | 
EE ed large) on _—_— — 1 ts,gotten by the Ho of 
| F , ent, in well. doing, 
ligently eke ſee Iſa. N. 7 - dly ———— Souls to Cod in w do ſhew 
W . ab e heed of being — 7 b l —— the Keeping of 1 — Ck P) — — 1 for Foy, 
che bing ＋ oll. — G) —— of thejr e obi bids them to rejoice 25 worthy: 
Enemies, Joſn. 2.21. to commit the d of Chriſt, w 
— ht mt in ——— fr oo a Luk. 6.22, 23. 
wi Me ſhall reproach them 


22 eo 
” 


; Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel, 77 
fworthyto ſuffer that, or any other ſhame for Righteouſneſs ſake; 

or Chr i ſt hath pronounc'd ſuch Sufferers greatly bleſſed, Atat. 5, 

10, 11, 12..Zuke 6. 32,23, 23. 1 WF: 

4h, Conſider whether this People ſtanding up to plead for the 


Spirit, as alſo for reforming in Habit, and for ſome other good 


things, at this time, may not haye in it a deſign of Satan, to bring 
up an evil Report upon thoſe good things, and the Perſons that 
practiſe and ſeek to promote them (7) : May we not, | ſay, look at CL) Satan he 
this as a Stumbling- block caſt in the way to hinder this good work 47 it in ma- 
by the Enemy of Man, who leaves no way unattempted to ſtir up lice, but God in 
the Minds of. Men to prejudice againſt the Truth? | — 
Object. J. 1 he great Cry of many is ſome w hat like to that of De- blocks — . 
metrius, Act. 19. 25. By this Craft we have our Wealth, viz. many gien, er. 6. 21. 
rich Trades by Sea and Land, whereby many Families are main- Tul. 2.34. Ila. 
tain'd, are upheld by the wearing of coſtly Ornaments on Apparel. 9.14. et 2.7, 
- Anſ. 1, Obſerve that this Objection is agreeable to that Prophecy, 
Rey.18. which deſcribes the doleful Complaint of the Merchants of 
the Earth at Babylon's Fall, when her Pride and Pomp is brought 
down, as we read v. 18. They caſt duſt on their Heads, and cry, A- 
las ! alas! that great City! wberein were made rich all that had Ships 
in the Sea, by reaſon of ber Coſtlineſ (m). Such Complaints become () Are there 
not the Sons of Sion, who have their Converſation” in Heaven:“ divers Com- 
They are bidden to rejoice at her Fall, even then when thoſe Mer- Re and 
chants mourn; ſee Kev. 18. 20. 2 
290, As for the Familys maintain'd by ſuch Trades, are they of England ar 
rich? or are they poor? If rich, are the Saints bound to maintain the removing of 
ſuch? Who harh requir'd this at their hands? If poor, and if the Bopin Ser- 
good af the Poor and their Families be the mark aim d at in fueh*,1 ien 
wearings; were it not much better that what they have to lay out Trade was 
in ſuch Super fluities, might be given immediately into the hands of maintained by 
the diligent Poor, or ſuch as thro Age, or other Infirmity of body, coftly Proviſions 
are unable to work? If in buying ſuch things at the Shops, Men acl o them? 
conſcientiouſly for ſupport ot the poor; do they act w ĩſely, to letthe' 
rich Shopkeeper gain ſo much by them (u), who oft proves a bad n By that 
Steward of their bounty, and a hard Taskmaſter to the Poor that OO the Gains | 
work for him'? The Scripture abounds with many great and preci- ings go 
ous Promiſes to him, who from a right Principle within; gives libe* brepers hands 
rally to the Poor, as 1/a. 58. 7,8,9, &c. Lute 14. 13,14. Prov. 28.2% little is that * 
Nat. 19 21. 2 Cor. 9.6, , 8, 9. Mat. G. 2, 3. Luk. 11. 41. Deut. 15.10. %% is left 
But what one Word of them, = what other Promiſe can à Man '* 9 
ate | E 4. 


Endeavors. for Reformition in Apparel. 
warrantably apply to himſelf in buying ſuch, Trimmings? Let the 
ferious Profeſſors conſider it well, and ask their Experience, Will it 
give them a clear Teſtimony of God's Promiſe or Preſence with em 
a ſo doing? But in giving to the dor, that Duty ſo oft commanded 
and commended to us by the Lord, many humble and merciful Men 
can ſay they have met with many good words of Promiſe more ſveet 

than Hony, and dearer than thouſands of Gold: He that pitietb rbe 
Poor (ſaith Solomon) lendeth to the Lord, and that which be bath given 
will be pay bim again, Prov, 19. 17. But can ſuch who lay out their 
Mony at the Shops in coſtly Ornaments, .accovntthat in ſo doing 
they lend unto the Lord, and that God will pay it them again? $0 
that they who thus act, -ſhew themſelves in this matter neither 
wiſe for the Poor, nor for themſelves. | 
30, As for ſuch who are poor in Churches, who are implay'd in 
making Lace, and ſuch-like Ornaments; it God inlarge the hearts of 
the rich Members to ſtudy to do ſome ſingular works of mercy;cau- 
ſing 'em in order thereto, to ceaſe from their coſtly Superfluities in 
Houſe-furniture,Apparel,and delicious Fare, and from ſeeking great 
things for themſelves and theirs, they may without doubt ſet their 
poor Fellow-members on work, in providing things honeſt for ne- 
ceſſary uſes, whereby they may be more profitable for their Genera. 
tion, and ſpend their days onEarth with more Satisfaction, and to a 
better account, than in making and providing ſuch vain things as 
tend to little Profit, but for the moſt part merely ſerve the Luſts and 
Humors of proud Men. Let ours alſo (ſaith the Apoſtle, Tit. 3. 14.) 


„earn to maintain good Works (ſome read, boneſt Trades) for necelſary 


' uſes, that they be not unfruitful. Might not the poor Saints, if 


1 the Rich were bleſt with a heart to deviſe liberal things, be ſet on 


work in making Coats (with Dorcas, Act. 9.39.) and other Linen and 
Woolen Garments for poor Widows, and for the Fatherleſs!? and 
would not this be a pratſeworthy work, and that which would give 
occaſion to all Behelders to glorify God? So that if we reſpect the 
Glorꝝ of God, the good of the Poor, and our own Comfort, the way 
that is zaken to go to the Shops, and on the account of maintaining 
Trade, to lay out Mony in needleſs Laces, Points and Ribbands, to 
put em upon good Clothes, which are convenient, and may become 
us without 'em : this way, I ſay, is not the beſt and moſt excellent. 
Obj. 8. Some great Profeſſots are apt to object, We may provide and 


1250 put on ſuperfluous Orna ments, and yet reſer ve enough to beſtow on 


the Poor, ſeeing the number of ſuch as we are call'd to * is 
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Endeavors for Reforwution in Apparel. 
but ſmall, and moſt of em can'make a ſhift to live with little help. 
'* "Anſw; 1. Such ought to knowand conſider, that of thoſe whom 
God hath bleſt with a liberal Portion of ontward things, he expects 
and requires a proportionable exerciſe of Liberality; for to whom 
much is given, of the ſame much ſhall be requir'd (o) Zuk.12 48. (0)0bſerve how 
Add u. 29. And yet the Rich (even in ſome Congregations of Saints) *** — eee 
count they do well, and enough; if they give to the relief of tho poor 1% me 1he 
double what other mean men do, two ſhillings to their one: whereas great Gifts of 
(did chey diſpenſe their Gift according to their ability) they would te Rich, Mark 
give fifty for others one. Believers who are rich in this Morld, are re- 2. 4,44 | 
quir'd to be rich in good Works, 1 Tim. s. 19, 8. And if any man mi- et. 1418. 
niſter, let him doit as of the ability which God giveth, 1 Pet. 4.1 1. 
2. Do ſuch in relieving the Poor, wall by that Rule Deut. 15.17 
Thou ſhalt open thine hand wide t thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy 
needy in the Land 7 and in the Verſe before, Thou ſhalt furtly give 
bim, and ſhalt not be grieved : and again in verſe 14. Thou ſhalt fur- 
niſh bim liberally out of that wherewith the Lord thy God bath bleſſed thee. 
But on the contrary, is it not ordinary with ſome that ire rich, te 
count it enough to keep their Brethren from periſhing? How few 
walk ap to that golden Rule, Thou ſhait love" tby Neighbour as thy 
felf ? he that ſo loves his Neighbour, ſeeks to make his Life in ſome 
meaſure comfortable as he doth his own, and in ſo doing (tho not 
for ſo doing in way of deſert) more joy is to be found than in the 
greateſt worldly Glory, which when men have purchasꝰd with much 
Expence, procures 'em little comfort here, and will afford em 16% 
in the day of Chriſt/ May not many who ſo laviſh out theit gold 
and ſilver on their ſumptaous clothing, juſtly fear leſt they fall under 
that heavy Charge in the day of Chriſt, I was naked, and ye cloth d me 
not; hungry, and ye fed me not? Mat. 25. 42, 43. Such as now wer 
coſtly Apparel on the back, with great hunches of Ribbands on te 
belly (as the manner of ſome is) will they not then blu,” and bed. % Do art the 
ſnam'd, when they ſhall be call'd to look back and ſee how they have brave Gallants 
us'd their talents, and be requir'd to give up their account to (y) God? pur 1 
3. They know few in want. If they were not willingly ignorant, day of Ae. * 
they might ſoon be inform'd of many òbjects of pity, WhO call for 75 2 
large bounty and bowels to relieve them in theĩt preſent wants and Ie encou- 
() ſtraits. The time is near wherein that ''word ſhall be fulü fred, ragements to 
Ifa:32.5." The vile perſon (ſuch an one as firſt ſerveth his loſts, and Mi 0. ac- 
then throws a little overplus to the p6or)- ſhall be no more counted li- m__ a 
beral, nor the Chur] (who poſſibly will do ſomething for the Poor by wants, 
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Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel. 


much entreaty) Hall no more be ſaid to be bountiful ; but the liberal 
man ſhall be knowa by that character in ver. 8. by deviſing liberal 
things : and mark what follows, By liberal things ſhall he ſtand To 
ſeek out the poor and needy, the hungry and the naked, to feed and 
clothe them, and to avoid all unneceſſary expence,that he may be the 
better able todo ſuch works;this ſpeaks a Man liberal indeed, thus to 
deviſe liberal things. And he thatdoththns(providing things honeſt 
and needful for himſelf, and far his Family) as he is likely to find no 
lack, ſo to have little or nothing over whereby to provide coſtly ſu- 
2 Cor. g. 13. perfluities. To conclude the Anſwer to this Objection, let me with- 
| out offence propoſe to ſome Saints in Churches, whether do they re- 
member their Brethren in otherCongregations beſides their own, who 
ſuffer adverſity, as being in the ſame body, of Chriſt with them; and do 
they make it appegr by caring naturally for them, and extending re- 
lief to them, according to Examples of the primitive Saints ? 1 Cor. 
16. 1, 2,3. compar'd with 2 Cor. 8. 1, 2, 3, &c. Ad. 1 1.29, 30. 

Obj. g. It is enough for us to avoid ſome extreme vain Faſhions, and 
to conform in our Apparel to other civil peaple of our degree. 

Anſw. This ſaying ſutes well with the Laodiceans of our times, 


wbo are much taken with the friendſhip of this World; but to ſuch 


I ſhall uſe the words of the Prophet, Ariſe, depart ze, this is not your 

reſt, for it is polluted : Hath not Pride infected all degrees, high and 

low, from the greateſt Maſters to the meaneſt of Servants? Not to 

ſpeak of the Pride and Pomp of ſome Men, and how it is ſupported 

Do we aot ſee, that even thoſe that get their living hardly, by their 

daaily labour, inſtead of laying up againſt the time of Age or Sickneſs, 

Y Such Trim- lightly lay out what with labor they get, on vain and coſtly(r) ſuper- 
mings as #17  fuities? and what do they alledg but that it's ordinary for others as 


1d by por. 


Servants. are mean as themſelves ſo to do? But let Saints remember that Com- 
oft-rimer more mand of God, Thou ſhalt not follow @ multitude to do evil, Exod. 23.2. 


- coſtly to them, and the words of the Apoſtle,Rom.1 2.2, where we are commanded 


than other rich to be Nonconfor miſts to this World; and withal, obſerve his ear- 


 - Adornings are 


bo ahn”of . — neſt Exhortation to the believing Epheſians, not to walk as other Gen. 
Eftates, tiles, in the vanity of their mind, &c. Epbeſ. 4. 17, to 23. For fur- 
ther anſwer ſee the eighth Ground, 11 „ 
9095.10. Some who ſeem to be high. flow n in Knowledg and Con- 
iy templation, object againſt this Reformation, that this is a ſmall mat- 
4 ter; and ſo they puff at it, and are offended, as Naaman the Syrian, 
when the Prophet bid him do a ſmall thing, 2 King. 5. 11,13. | 

Anſw. 1. Doth God call for it? Be it granted, that the thing is 


but 


ther ought it to be done by the Saints without gain - ſay ing. But ſo 


given to many tender hearts by ſuch Adornings, were there no othet 
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Endeavors for Rifotmation in Apparel. 
but ſmall in compariſon of fome weighty matters, ſo much the ra- 


ſmall a thing as it is, — rey matters are highly concern'd in it; 
for (belides theclear tendency of this Reformation to promote ma- 
ny ſingular good Works, which would adorn the Saints Profeſſion, 
and turn for a Teſtimony to them, that God hath ſet them in the way 
of thoſe choice and high Enjoyments ſpoken of in the ſixth Ground) 
it lays ſiege to thoſe mighty Sins, viz. Covetouſneſs, Oppreſlion, 
Extortion, Injuſtice, fraudulent Dealing, with many other-like E- 
vils, which are practis'd mainly to maintain a worldly Gallantry 
in coſtly Apparel, and ſuch-like Superfluities. | 

2. To allow our felves in any Evil, tho but a ſmall one, is no 
ſmall Evil but a great one, ſuch as makes a deep wound in a tender er 
Conſcience, and prepares the way to the worſt of Evils (). Have not (s)S the d. 
theſe times abounded with ſad Examples of ſome, who at firſt flight - cer ſinning 
ing ſome leſſer Commands of the Goſpel, and giving place to Sin by 2%, 3 
little and little, have at length become deſpiſers of the Ordinances — 4 
of Cbriſt, and have ſet light by Chriſt himſelf, and his precious Blood, heed of the lea 
turning the Grace of God into wantonneſs; abuſing Goſpel- liberty ſip that leads. 
for an occaſion to the fleſh, even to groſs Licentiouſneſs? Where. % . 
fore the rather ought Saints to be circumſpect in all things, and toa- © *' © 
void ſuch arguing in defence of ſmall Sins, ſeeing it proves oft-times Gal. 2 * 
a ſad beginning that leads to a fear ful end. And now in as much as par b 
God is turning his hand upon his People to purge away all their 7771752 
Droſs, according to his bleſſed Word, Ia. 1. 25. we ought to ſee his 


hand upon us, and readily to ſubmit thereto, as workers with him 1fa. 44. 5. _ 
in the ſtrength of his Grace, to cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of hs” oh 
Fleſh and Spirit, perfect ing holineſs in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 7. 1: a 
The bright Beams of that Light which is now ariſing in the if. 34. ul. 
Saints, will diſcover the leaſt motes of Evil remaining in them; and Mal. 3. a, 3. 
that Fire which is in Sion will leave no ſtubble remaining; Theſe 1.33.15. 
things duly conſfider?d, this Objection is no juſt Exception agaiaſt | 
the Reformation aforeſaid. $a 1 
Obj. 11. Some affirm with no ſmall confidence, that their hearts 
are dead to things below; they take no pride or pleaſure in their coſt - 
ly Apparel, tho it be made and put on after the neweſt faſnion; 
therefore they may and can without ſeruple wear ſuch'things. 
Anſ. 1. If your hearts are dead indeed to them, the offence that is 


Ground, may the more eaſily prevail with you to part with _ 
| 2. Some 


— 4 

22 Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel. 
2. Some who have thought thus of themſelves, upon a ſlight ſearch, 
on further and more ſtrict inquiry, have not found their hearts free 
from the Infection of Pride in Apparel, .which where it is in moſt 
Profeſſors, ma) be diſcern'd by others, at leaſt by themſelves (up: 
on a cloſe ſearch) in theſe two things. dos 
1. Their claiming, or at leaſt expecting ſome more than ordinary 
reſpect ſutable to their habit; yea, and if they come into the Aſſem- 
blies of Saints, they look to be preferred to the beſt Places, and 
that it ſhould be ſaid or done to, them according to:that word in 
James 2. 2. If there come into your Aſſeniblies a man with a Gold ring, 
() I * r _ and goodly Apparel, and there come in alſo a poor man in vile Raiment, 
— qo be you have reſpec to bim that weareth the gay Clothing, and ſay to him, 
ſeen in the A/. Sir, it thou here in à good place (t), &c. 11 U 0d r New 
ſemblies of 2. Their ſtrange carriage tg their poor Brethren; how do ſuch 
bar at this bluſn, and are aſham'd to walk the ſtreets with their poor Brethren 
dey in mean Raiment? Do they not ſhun their company, in open places 
5 of concourſe, and ſometimes ſeem to diſown them ? Are they not 


Is not this aſham'd to call them (or be called by them) Brethren (u)? And 
| ay _ why are they thus aſham'd to own. Chriſt in his poor Members? Ir 
— * ſtands- not with their honor to be ſeen with them, or at Jeaſt to be 
that of beter, familiar with them (w). This: becomes not thoſe of their Rank, 
when he ſaid in that wear ſuch. coſtly rich Clothing. And if theſe things be fo, 
theHigh Priefls beware leſt your hearts deceive you in this matter; but let that be 

— 9 4 taken away which is ſuch a ſnare and a ſtumbling. block to Saints. 
- (w) Tet is . {00 12. Now may ſome ſay, We find our ſelves, upon the conſi- 
Chriſt eſþam'd deration of the whole matter, fo far iaform'd, that we know where 
zo call them to begin; we are convinc'd of ſome of our Adornings, that they are 

N vain, fooliſh, and offenſive, unbecoming Saints; but we know not 
2-11. Fl-3- here to end, or what bounds to ſet to this Reformation. More- 
over, we fear that hot contentions may atiſe among Saints about 

2 this matter. b an e i 4 et Hin TT 

Anſi. In following our Light, we ought not to be of doubtfol 
mind, but in this, as in other things whereto we have attain'd, we 
» ought to walk, waiting for further Light in the improvement of 
the meaſure receiv'd. . In reforming Religion from Popery and Su- 
perſtition,, who could at firſt; ſer, or who-can yet ſet. the: Bounds to 
that Reformation begun;ſo as to declare in every Particulan wheres 
ta. it will grow, ſo as ta ſay, Hitherto ſhall it proceed and no far- 
ther? Or who could or can yet reſolve all the Doubts and Queſ- 
tions that have riſen concerning, that matter? Nor was that, or 
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hy 
ee any other Refor mation that I could yet hear of, brought fort 
ſt without ſome contention (). But if upon ſuch Accouats, any Pers (*) What birth. 
2 ſons whatſoever ſhould (notwithſtanding! their being convinc'd “ there that 
; of the need there as of! a Reformation) have withſtood the — 2 
y Work, or refus'd to enter upon it, they might be juſtly Judg*d'for 
1 their oppoſition or neglect; it being God's ordinary way 9s Fro he 
d ſets his People upon a Work, at firſt to give them a meaſure of , 
a Light, accom pany with Zeal and Confidence, ſerving foran en- 
N trance, and after that to come in with an increaſe of Light for the 
. carrying on the Work begun; thas leading his People as by ſtep 
l and ſtep. Theſe things are plain, and the Application may eaſily 
| be made to the matter'in hand. 22 2,00 DTIENTOD It: 
1 -] Vs for the Contention that may ariſe, Is it not the ordinary Lot 
of the Work of Reformation;- and every part or piece thereof, to 
BG paſs thorow ſuch Fire, that both it, and thoſe that Randforic may 
| de tiied, and ſuch as hate to be refdtm'd (tho they take Law and 
Goſpel in their month) may be difcover'd ? Bat let men take heed 
to themſelves, that they contend not againſt any part of God's 
Work , or that they be not found Neuters, when God calls ts 0)Pfal.50.1s.. - "i 
fide with him in any or of Righteouſneſs, conſidering the Word da ve _ 
of our bleſſed Lord, He that is not with me, is againſt me; and he — & 
F that gathereth not with me, feattertth abroad, Mat-. 12. 30. As for Truth, but for- 
removing any other Obſtruction that may lie in the way to hinder the Truth : this - 
this Reformation, 1 refer the godly Reader to a diligent peruſal of e Sainte 
the Grounds laid down, with the Anſwers given to the ſeveral Ga % ave; 
Objections before · mention l. 47 en 
- Queere. Here it may be qiieſtiowily fire, who ants may! be funds 1 
4 Fd touching the Re for mation contended: For, viz. Viſherber being eons w.2 a+ . 
| vim d that Saints onght not to put on ſuch ſuperfluous Trimmings a.. = 
. are before ſpoken againſt, ſhall we ſtrnit way tale off ſuob things if nuouwx 
we have them on ꝰ what good may come. to us, or others; Hy ſb doing : 1 
| Anw. Can you, being ' convined"tt-the' thing,” keep them un 
7 With comfort? conſidernſn, ee ee 30 e ee 


Fit, That in continuing them on; by Example (which is a ching 
many look at in ſuch matters) yon uphold the Evil, and promote 
it in others, who are encourag'd by beholding your van Adorn- 
ings tõ procure and put on the Ike. 
Secondly, You cannot well uſe Tongue or Pen to oppoſe ſuem 
ſuperfluous Ornaments on others, ſeeing they remain on your own: , 


Apparel. Will not every Man be ready to fay, Pluck out firſt the 
bean which is in your own Eye ? Thirdly,, 


N + 
_ [ IS 5 * 
' 5 0 
1 
* N 
? Acts 5 
5 * . 
7 * 


2 Pet. 2. 1 2. 


- 4% add 


* * 


=_— 
= 

— 

* 


% 
=. 


Endeavors for Reformation in Apparel, 
Thirdly, You may never live to wear out the Clothes you put 
on; ſo that if you ſhould think then to reform, when you have done 
with them, and not before, you may never live to have the honor 
| to do God that ſervice, to bear your Teſtimony againſt that Evil. 
7 Remember the wiſe Man's words, Eccleſ. 9. 10. Whatſoever thine 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there « no work nor de- 
vice, nor wiſdom, nor knowledg in the grave whither thou goeſt, If 
therefore you have Light leading you to bear your Teſtimony in 
word and practice againſt ſuch Superfluities, Mall in the Light 
whilſt you have the Light, John 12. 36. e | 
Fourthly, Altho the putting off tuch ae A to preſent no 
preſent outward Advantage to any Man, yet inaſmuch as it puts a 
Man into the better capacity to help forward a general Reforma- 
tion among God's People, and ſeeing the great Good which may 
be expected to come thereby, will, to the great ſatisfaction of 
publick-ſpirited Chriſtians, ſoon countervail the parting with thoſe 
things (which are no gain, but rather loſs to them that wear 
them) therefore let them be parted with, and no longer retain'd 

| by Saints, ' | 1 
The Concluſion. | That it is expedient there ſhould be ſome Reformation among 
- . Saints in their Apparel, in reſpect of ſome Extravagances and vain 
Superfluities, molt, or all good Men acknowledg. As for the way 
| that is preſented to the Saints in this Diſcourſe, I deny not but it 
a may be liable to Exceptions in ſome caſes, and ſo are many or moſt 
99 That great general Rules in the Scriptures. of (z) Truth. If they who are 


4 


mand for Friends to this Work, diſlike this Eſſay or rough Draught, let 
2 Wick o them bring forth their polift'd Endeavors on this Subject. In the 
the Sabbath, mean time, this 1 ſay to all that fear the Lord, who upon the 
did admit of reading hereof. ſhall remain diſlatisfy'd in this matter: Take heed 
Exceptions in that ye ſpeak not evil of the things ye know not, or have not con- 
Jome +47 oy ſider'd; but ſeriouſly..weigh, as in the fight of God, and in his 
— ary holy Fear, the things laid down in this Diſcourſe, not forgetting 
ning of the ch, or neglecting to ſeek the Lord herein, remembring the words of 

the wiſe: Man, Prov. 28. 5. They that ſeek the Lord underſtand all 
things. I ſhall ſhut up all with the words of Gamaliel to the Jews; 
Tf. this Counſel or Work be of Men, it will come to nought; hut if it be 
of God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt baply ye be found to fight, againſt 
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Querys for the People called Quakers. 


ing Jeſus his now contain'd in the Heavens, 
raiſing of our 1 ies after natural 
Spirits and Doctrines according to the Scriptures, ſhould be clearly and 
openly known and publiſh'd ? 
2. Whether do you not by mavy of 
yo ide your 
the fight of ſome honeſt People, who take you Mr Truth 


1. VV Fig nch are willing, „that your Perſuaſion or Opinion touch- 


your ayings (wh — — of 


with Believers in general, concerning Chriſt, the pe and the Re- 


3. Whether ye your ſelves (even all of 2 4 oo 
of Gnfol Failings and Iqperfections IL 
down ? Doth not the Light within 2 
the Perſons among you without their Failings 
how came they fo to be ? 

4. Do you in paſſing your Judgment of the 22 of Belie- 


which are condemnable i in their — — Do you not — * Ex- 


ample of Chriſt in this, 2 his 2 to the Church at Epheſus 
writes ip praiſe of the in th 2. and, > 
that they hated the rine of 
them for leaving their firſt Love ? 00 Sarde —— — 
Ee few dear n Do n the comrar cry them bee 
ven in general, without any 
5 Whether your declaring ll l inſtrumental Teachir 
about divers od you, —＋ and inſtructing your ſelves e 
vet proled Pres ind Pra OE — 
our profeſt Principles a actice ew that you 
have rhe bear nome but And = il S be right; to ſet them 
againſt Inſtrumental Teaching, to bring them to beat your Declaring, as 
— ou call your Speałi RI guly the Name ? 
6. W — 8 caching be unſutable to che new Covenant? 
If ſo, Why did. Chriſt bei rin Ie appoint Paſtors and Teachers in 
the Church, to continue until we all come into the Unity of the Faith, G _ + 


Minilters for the Work, wide Work munaine ior _ 
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arc inances, as 
herein the Saints have 


and 
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rannio 


bre ust of, as the manner of 
e Pte Paith (whereof the Saints have had ſo great ex- 
rience) in hope to ſtart yo adenly from a low, Stature into Perfection, 
by imbracing a new 1 en e a 
Whether Jeſus Chrilf hath not pray d for thoſe who believe thro the 
Word of the Apoſtles, according to Johm 17. 20? And if ſo, Whether 
they gre nat in a good and ſafe May, who believe according! 7 And whe- 


ther it de not better to credit their. Teſtimony fo fully confirmed by the 


Lord, and acknowledg d by the Saints for many Generations, than to for- 
go that, to imbrace and follow the Sayings of ſome of your Company? 

10. What is that Faith which, the Spirit ſpeaks expreſly, Some Hall de- 
yr w in — latter days, giving heed ro a Spirits and Doctrine: 
eilt Tic. A.... „ Were eee 
1. Whether that Doctrine which in ſum is no more but Look to the 


= 


Light withiy, with a Curſe upon Diſobedience, and a Bleſſing pon Obe 


dience thereunto, be that glorions Aer d by Chriſt and his Apo- 
files, holding forth good News to all People? Or whether it be not a re- 
viving of the old Doctrine of Juſtification by Works, wherein the Myſte- 


ry of Iniquity worketh, to darken the Grace of God, in juſtifying the Un- 


godly without Works freely, and to make void the Sufferings of Chriſt ? 
Kom 3124 & 4 Gal. 3. 7/. n weeks 

12. Whether the Light that is in every Man, doth reveal Jeſus Chriſt 
as:8rucify'd for Sin, and gs ? It fo, how came it to paſs that ſo 
many ſtrict Men among the Philoſophers, and Paul himſelf walking ac- 


* cording to his Conſcience before Converſion, were ignorant of him? 


13. Whether'you have not among you many who preſume to be Ma(- 
or maſterly Teachers, contrary to that Word of Chrift, Mat. 23. 10. 

in the true intent of it? Do they not uſurp Authority over the Judgment 
and Conſcience of their Followers, requiring them to believe and obey 
what they ſay, without asking their Meaning, and examining their Say- 
: TOY 5 5 ings 
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Querys for the People called Quakers, . 9 | 27 S, 
ings by the Scriptures? Did not Chriſt expound his Sayings as occaſion * -  ., 4 
was offer d. and need requir'd, to his Diſciples? andeare-not the Bere: | _— 
commended for ſearching the Sgriptures daily, whether the things Polen 
by the Apoſtle were ſo? Mat.13.18,19, 36, 37. | 2 js 

or ſome 


—Y 
14. Whether it be not high Preſumption, and ſpiritual Pri ' 
to judg 


among you to break Chriſt's Commands, and feach Men fo ? * 
(as many do) the Secrets of Mens Hearts? and raſhly, without knowledg 4\ 1 
of Mens Conver ſatigns, to affirm that they have not th Spirit? If tbe 

Spirit of God witneſs ir Spirits 12 I doubt not it doth with - 
divers of them yousK WFP) that ny ve the Spirit of God, and the v 


your bold _ e 


% 


thereunto, may they not by* 
w how to judg-of you ? * 
gem the Sayi e among you uf eq; 
hee the d in Scri as readily ov 
be aud bed without any inquiry, whether they 


Scyzpware, Ur no, even altho they plain contfadict the written Word * 1 * 
| Fee e thing with many of , to travel up and down; tò and : 


ro, far and near, to the wearying of your Fleſh, and — your »,, We 

Relations, in obedience to ſuch V oiceggr Sayingsnot warranted by _ * 

ture, but contrary thereunto ? yet in many things of- this kind, wherein | 

ſome of you ſeem to glory, the Pap themſelves out-ſtrip you, only they 

7 + "pan, than to go naked? And who hath required theſe things 

of any of you? ; | 

16. W hether Satan that old Deceiver (who often changes his ſhapes, \ 2 

| being diſcover'd in many of his old devices) may not now be expected to \  _ 
come in his beſt Dreſs as an Angel of Light? and being difeover'd in his _ 
old Antichriſtian Forms, and in rude ranting,now to come with Power, and = 3 
ſeeming Purity, ſhewing Signs and Wonders to ſeduce from the plain ſim- 

8. plicity of the Goſpel of Chriſt, according to thoſe deſcriptions of his | 
working, 2 Theſ.2. 8,9. Hark 13.22. 2 Cor.11. 3,14. And if fo, ought | I 
not all Men to take heed how they believe every Spirit or powerful Motion mY 

- to beof God? as alſo, how they hear, and follow every Prophet that comes x 

in Sbeeps — dy pretends to come with Light? And are not thoſe in 1 Jolin 4.4. 
the way to be eaſily ſeduc'd, who are fo taken with the fair Covering, and . wr 
outſide Carriage of Perſons, as to imbrace their Principles, without a ſe- 4388 
rious ſpiritual Scripture-trial of them ? Whereas we are commanded, I 
any Man bring not this Doctrine, receive him not, 2 John 10. And Solo- 
mon fait? The Simple belicveth every word, but the prudent Man looks well 
to his goings, Prov. 14. 15. | | 
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